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Teachers Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level:  A1– Elementary  
 

Topic:  Irish Student Can’t Cook 

 

Author:  Aoife McLoughlin 

 

Lesson Aim:  To Introduce students to modal verb ‘can’ for ability and use it to create 

personalised sentences with their partner.  

To practice skim reading – students predict the context of the text from the 

picture and unjumble the words in the title.  

To practice scan reading – students answer the questions in groups, locating 

specific information within the text 

CEFR Student 

Learning Outcomes:  

Reading:  

I can very slowly read simple texts by understanding familiar names, words and 

basic phrases.  

Spoken Interaction:  

I can ask and answer simple questions and respond to simple statements on very 

familiar topics. 

Writing:  

I can write simple sentences about myself 

Lexical Aim:  

 

 

Vocabulary related to housework such as:  

To cook the dinner, to make the bed, to iron clothes, use the washing machine, 

make a cup of tea, make toast.  

Interaction 

Patterns:  

Pair work  

Group work 

Whole class 

Preparation:  Cut up question and answer cards for each group of three students 

 

Task Time:  90 minutes  
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Lesson:  

Procedure  
 

 

Lead in:  

 

Before handing out the text:  

Draw students attention to the picture on your handout / project image on the whiteboard and ask 

them what they think the text is about.  Give students two minutes with their partner and then get 

feedback.  

 

Write the following on the whiteboard:  

‘Students cook can’t Irish’ 

 

Explain to students that the words are not in the correct place.  Instruct students to work with their 

partners to correct the sentence.  

 

Concept check understanding of ‘Can’ before moving on. Can students now use their imaginations to 

tell you what the text might be about?  

 

Students now scan read the text and with their partners, answer the questions at the bottom.  

 

Now, hand out the cards to small groups and instruct them to match the question to the correct 

answer.    Monitor and support students where needed.  

 

Afterwards, pair students together and ask them to take turns to ask each other three of the questions 

and give personalised answers.    

 

In groups of three, students should work together to create three new questions to ask the other 

groups.  Monitor here and listen for errors.   

 

When each group is ready, students should pass their questions to the next group to answer.   

  


