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Teachers Notes:  

 

 

 

 

Level:  A2- Pre-Intermediate  
 

Topic:  Help: In this lesson students will discuss random acts of kindness from strangers 

and how they would react in similar situations. 

 

Author:  Cheryl Malanek 

 

Lesson Aim:  Students can predict and tell a story using picture and vocabulary prompts. 

Students can give their opinion and share past events from their life. 

Students can say what they would do in hypothetical situations. ‘I would...’ 

 

CEFR Student 

Learning Outcomes:  

Spoken Interaction:  

I can have short conversations with friends and ask and answer simple questions 

about familiar topics (e.g., weather, hobbies, pets, music, sport). 

I can ask and answer simple questions about things in the past. (e.g., yesterday, 

last week, last year). 

I can ask for and give opinions, agree and disagree, in a simple way. 

Spoken Production: 

I can describe past activities, events and personal experiences (e.g., what I did at 

the weekend, on holiday). 

I can summarise simple stories, relying on the language used in the story. 

 

Lexical Aim:  

 

 

lexical items:  

trapped, commuter, stranger, homeless, bus fare 

Interaction 

Patterns:  

Pair work 

Group work 

 

Preparation:  Have the YouTube clip available to play 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZx4MichXXE 

 

Task Time:  60 minutes  
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Procedure  
 

Ask students to look at the words in the box and look-up any words they don’t know. Explain that these 

words describe a story and ask them, in pairs, to guess what the story is about. Get feedback from 

some pairs. NB: Fold over the paper before you give it out so the students can’t see the photo, 

alternatively write the words in the box on the board. 

 

Next get the students to look at the photo. Give them a few minutes to adapt their story to the photo. 

Again get feedback from the group. 

 

Finally, show them the YouTube clip and ask them to compare their story with what actually happened. 

 

Note down any useful language and errors to go through with the class after the activity. 

 

Ask students to discuss the questions, trying to give examples from their own life and give full answers. 

Get feedback from the class and note down any errors. Make sure they understand the concept ‘pay it 

forward’- when someone does something kind for you and instead of paying the favour back, you do 

something kind for someone else. 

 

In the next exercise, ask students how they would help the people in each situation. At this point you 

could highlight the use of ‘would’ when talking about hypothetical situations. Students should work in 

pairs or small groups and then compare answers with other groups. 

 

For the task, put students into small groups and ask them to think of acts of kindness they could pay 

forward. Ask students to share ideas with other groups and choose their favourite. Encourage students 

to begin paying it forward outside of class. 

 

 


