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Level:  B2  – Upper Intermediate  
 

Topic:  Dumb Criminals 

 

Author:  Aoife McLoughlin  

 

Lesson Aim:  To introduce learners to vocabulary related to crime in the context of short 

newspaper articles.  

To familiarize learners with the usage of the Past Perfect tense in context  

To give learners the opportunity to use the past perfect in their own sentences 

CEFR Student 

Learning Outcomes:  

Listening:  

I can understand standard spoken language 

Reading:  

I can understand specialised articles outside my own field  

Spoken Interaction:  

I can keep up a discussion and express my ideas and opinions clearly, precisely 

and convincingly.  

Lexical Aim:  

 

 

Learners will meet lexical items such as:  

witness, jury, court, sentenced, fraud, to commit a crime, to own up to, to plead, 

to smuggle, to be oblivious, to be put ‘on the spot’, to be banned, to get to know.  

Interaction 

Patterns:  

Pair work 

Group work 

 

Preparation:  

 

Post on whiteboard / project the four images of criminals at start of lesson 

Cut out articles for small groups of students 

cut out article questions 

cut out story cards 

 

Task Time:  90 minutes  
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Lesson:  

Procedure  
 

Lead in: 

Post on the whiteboard or project the four images of the criminals.  Give students five minutes to 

discuss what crimes they think these criminals may have committed.  Get feedback.  

 

Now write the four headlines of the articles on the board and get students to match the headlines to 

the images.  Now ask students to again, with their partners, discuss in more detail what they think the 

articles are about.  

 

Arrange students into four small groups.  Give each group a copy of one of the articles to read and 

relay the story back to each other afterwards.  Each group answers the following question:  

 

‘Was he/she a smart criminal?’ 

 

Now, instruct learners to underline three words or phrases in the article that they don’t understand 

and which they would like the other students in the group to explain to them.  Give learners time to 

work on this activity together as you monitor and note errors.  

 

If you have a group/s that finish early, hand out the article questions based on their article to give 

them some guidance in their discussion.  

 

Jigsaw reading:  

Arrange students into NEW groups by giving them a letter (A,B, C and D) and having all the As working 

together, all the Bs etc… in new groups in order to explain their article to each other.   

 

Now in the same groups, hand out the ‘Let’s have a Discussion’ sheet and encourage students to chat 

about the questions in as much detail as possible, as you monitor and error correct. 

 

An Idea for a follow-up lesson:   

Focus on Past Perfect: 

In pairs, students underline sample sentences from the text of the past perfect.  Write one sentence 

from each group on the whiteboard.  Now, give students 5 minutes to discuss  

1)  grammar rule 

2) which action happened first 

3) when the past perfect is used 

 

Story cards – each group takes a card and together write three past perfect actions based on the 

scenario given.  

 


