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Teachers Notes – Make a Wish! 

 

 

 

 

 

Level:  B2/ Upper Intermediate  

 

Topic:  Making Wishes 

 

Author:  Aoife McLoughlin  

 

Lesson Aim:  To review usage of the structure ‘to wish’ to talk about wishes and regrets in the 

past, present and future.  Students will also be introduced to commonly used 

adjectives and prepositions, deducing meaning from context and using these 

sentences to make new wishes.   

 

CEFR Student 

Learning Outcomes:  

Spoken Interaction:  

- I can take an active part in conversation, expressing clearly my points of 

view, ideas or feelings naturally with effective turn-taking 

Spoken Production:  

- I can summarise orally the plot and sequence of events in a short film. 

Quality of Language:  

- I can use the verb ‘wish’ to talk about wishes and regrets in the past, 

present and future 

Lexical Aim:  

 

 

Adjectives and Prepositions such as:  

Motivated by, fed up with, crowded with, rude to, furious with, indulge in, 

hopeless at, terrified of, ashamed of, famous for. 

 

Interaction 

Patterns:  

Pair work, group work 

Preparation:  Access to Wi-Fi to show short film 

Handouts for students  

 

Task Time:  120 minutes 
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Lesson Notes:  
 

 

Introduction: 

 

Handout One:  

In pairs, students discuss the meaning of a wish and why people make them.  Do your students ever 

make wishes?  Do they ever come true?  Do they believe in the power of intention?  

 

Take One:  

In groups of three, students discuss each statement and give their opinion in relation to their own lives. 

 

‘I wish I lived in Australia’ 

‘No I don’t wish I lived in Australia.  I wish I lived in New York’   

‘Yes, I wish I lived in Australia because of the ‘almost’ year-long sunshine 

 

Encourage students to expand on their statements 

 

While students are in discussion, take note of common errors for an after task error correction slot on 

the board, while also doing some ‘on the spot’ correction.  

 

This task will give you an opportunity to check how familiar your students are with the structures of 

‘wish’ and where you need to focus your attention.  

 

Students may have some difficulty with vocabulary such as poverty, disabled, hang out, turn up.  

Encourage them to work out meaning from context before opening this up to the class.   

 

Handout Two:  

Inform students that they are about to watch a short silent film on the theme of ‘wishes’ but before 

they do, in their groups, they should look at the six pictures and try to predict what the story might be 

about.  Give students about 7-10 minutes for this task.   Get feedback from each group and add any 

useful lexical items which arise to the whiteboard. 

 

Play the following short film:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zON0wDD7VJY 

 

Encourage students to take only short notes (not full sentences).  Afterwards students work again in 

their groups to share their notes and put their stories together.   Students should collaborate to write 

the story, using ‘wish’ where appropriate.   Allow students 15 minutes to write their stories.  Circulate 

the groups, helping with vocabulary and errors. 

 

Students now hand their stories to the group to their right to read. Do this as many times as is needed, 

depending on the size of your class so that each group gets to read each other groups’ stories.) 
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Each group now discusses the stories written by the other students, the similarities and differences and 

which story they preferred and why.  One representative from each group now gets to inform the class 

of their choice. 

 

Again, use this opportunity as students are in conversation to take note of any common errors and go 

through each one after the task.  

 

(If your group is particularly strong, you could add on a peer-correction task here) 

 

Handout three:  

Change the student groupings and hand out one strip (sentence) to each student.   

 

Each student now reads their sentence to their group mates as they listen and write down the 

adjective and prepositions heard.  Together now students deduce the meaning of the sentence and 

then write a new sentence using the verb ‘wish’ as appropriate.   

 

Example:  

‘Sara is a lawyer but isn’t motivated by her work anymore.’  

(no longer energized by her work) 

‘Sara wishes she was more motivated by her work.’ 

 

Once complete, gather feedback correcting any errors.   

 

Handout four:  

In pairs, students now must together make three wishes together using 3 of the adjectives and 

prepositions they met in the previous task.  

 

 


