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Teachers Notes:  

 

 

 

Level:  B2 – Upper Intermediate 

 

Topic:  Eco-Tourism  

 

Author:  Aoife McLoughlin  

 

Lesson Aim:  To introduce students to the topic of ‘Eco-Tourism’, Students describe, compare 

and contrast two photographs of different holiday destinations and discuss eco-

tourism in their own country.  Students then scan/skim read ecotourism 

guidelines and answer questions before working with a partner to put together a 

text jigsaw on ‘Eco-Tourism in Ireland.’  After focusing on the target language 

from the text, students work in small groups on a webquest task to choose an 

eco-destination in Ireland which they would like to visit and then convince their 

group mates to choose their trip.   

 

CEFR Student 

Learning Outcomes:  

Reading:  

I can quickly scan through long and complex texts on topics of interest to locate 

relevant details 

Spoken Interaction:  

I can evaluate advantages and disadvantages and participate in reaching a 

decision in formal or informal discussion 

Spoken Production:  

I can give clear, detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects related to my 

fields of interest. 

Lexical Aim:  

 

 

Lexical Items:  

serene, escapist, bustling, vibrant, integral, to safeguard, steeped, sustainable, 

unspoilt, breathtaking, rugged, to draw (attention to), hardcore, low-key, low-

impact.  

Interaction 

Patterns:  

Pair Work 

Group Work 

Whole Class. 

Preparation:  ‘Eco-Tourism in Ireland’ handout – needs to be cut in to strips for each group  

Computer room access for webquest task / classroom access to internet 

 

Task Time:  120 minutes 
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Lesson:  

Procedure  
 

 

Lead In:  

Write ‘Going Green’ on the whiteboard and ask your students to tell you what they think it means. 

(Eco-friendly, environmentally friendly).  What does ‘Green Holidays’ mean? 

 

Page one:  

Ask students in pairs to look at both images and tell their partner which holiday they would prefer, 

explaining why.  Get brief feedback. (This could also be used as an FCE speaking – part 2 task) 

Now ask students in their pairs to explain the two adjectives alongside each image, to their partner.  

Students now add two more adjectives to each list. 

 

Possible adjectives:  

Image A = relaxing, natural, quiet, isolated, eco-friendly, unspoilt 

Image B = crowded, busy, expensive, touristy, lively 

 

Page two:  

TOURISM 

In groups, students discuss the questions and give their opinions on eco-tourism.  Monitor and take 

note of any errors for feedback session later.  Now, students choose 3 words from the image and 

explain them to their partners.   

 

Write ‘Eco-Tourism Guidelines’ on the whiteboard and ask students to work in their groups 

again and think of five guidelines eco-tourists should follow such as ‘Don’t throw litter on the 

ground.’ 

Change groups and ask students to compare their guidelines with another group before getting 

feedback.  

 

Page three:  

Students read the eco-tourism guidelines together and answer the follow-up questions with their 

partners. Students may have difficulty with some of the vocabulary such as: ‘go the extra mile’, ‘hustle 

and bustle’, ‘to head to’ 

 

Page four:  

Now hand out your cut-up jigsaw strips of ‘Eco-Tourism in Ireland’ to groups or pairs of students.  

Students have to piece together the jigsaw.  Discourage dictionaries or focus on lexis at this point.   

 

Once students have completed the jigsaw text, ask them to write one question on the text to ask the 

other group about the text.  Handout the complete text for students to compare.   

Students can now focus on the bolded vocabulary items in the text, explaining the meaning of each 

word to their group mates before class feedback.  
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Procedure:   
 

 

Ask students if they would like to go on an eco-holiday in Ireland and get feedback.  Board any topical 

vocabulary that arises from this discussion.  

 

Page five:  

Explain to students that they are now going to plan a class eco holiday in Ireland.  Assign a website to 

each group and explain that they are going to carry out a webquest with their groupmates to find the 

answers to the questions and then convince the other students to choose their eco-desintation.   

 

You will need computer access for this task.  Once students have completed their webquests, they 

present their findings to the other groups with one student from each group coming together to form 

new groups.   

 

Monitor and error correct as students are discussing their choices.   

After they have presented their holidays, take a vote on the most popular choice.  

Board any errors that you have noted during the group speaking activities earlier.  

 

 


