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Level:  A1/Elementary 

 

Topic:  Asking Questions 

 

Author:  Aoife McLoughlin  

 

Lesson Aim:  In this lesson, students listen to personal profiles, taking notes and then forming 

questions from the answers using a range of question words.  Students focus is 

on word order and sentence stress.  Students also write their partner’s profile 

using present simple.  

 

CEFR Student 

Learning Outcomes:  

Listening: 

- I can understand when people are talking about themselves and their 

families if they speak very slowly and clearly, using simple words 

Spoken Interaction:  

- I can ask and answer simple questions and respond to simple statements 

on very familiar topics, if I can get help 

Spoken Production: 

- I can introduce myself, say where I come from and what I do 

Writing:  

- I can write simple sentences about a friend, for example where they live 

and what they do.  

Lexical Aim:  

 

 

Question words: 

Who, what, how, when, where, what kind of, how often, how long, which.  

Interaction 

Patterns:  

Pair and group work 

Class mingle activity 

Preparation:  N/A  

 

Task Time:  120 mins 
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Lesson:  

Procedure  
 

Introduction:  

Students look at the picture of the 4 students and with their partners discuss where they think they are 

from, what age they are, what movies they like etc.  (encourage students to use their imaginations for 

this task) – Give students 5 minutes.  

 

Task One:  

Teacher reads four texts and students complete the table on page one.  On the first listening, ask 

students not to take notes, just listen! On the second listening, students take notes.  Afterwards, 

students compare their table with their partners.  Teacher then gets feedback and writes any unknown 

or difficult vocabulary/pronunciation on the whiteboard and elicits meaning/correction.  

 

Task two:  

Teacher now hands out the texts to the students (page two).  Students read each text (skim) and works 

with their partners to add the correct name from the previous task to the box.  Once students have the 

names of the students, ask them to focus on the underlined/bolded words and to explain the meaning 

of these words to their partners.  Teacher gets feedback, eliciting and concept checking meaning of 

each word. 

 

Task three:  

With the same partner, students now write a profile for their partner using the same headings as in 

task one.  Encourage full sentences and ensure students are using some of the vocabulary they’ve met 

in the previous task.  

 

Task four: 

In pairs, students now have to form the 6 questions to ask the students from task one about 

themselves, such as ‘What age are you?’ and ‘What type of movies do you like?’. Gather feedback and 

write the questions on the board, eliciting the structure for each one.  

 

Task five:  

Students now write 3 more questions to ask their partners about their lives using the question word 

prompts. E.g., ‘What kind of food do you like to eat?’ 

 

Task six:  

In groups of 3, students now read the questions and fill in the missing words.  Afterwards, students 

stand for a class mill, asking one question to each of their classmates and taking note of the answer.  

Gather feedback and encourage students to give full sentences when answering each question.  

 


