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Level:  A1- Elementary 

Topic:  Animals 

Author:  Cheryl Malanek 

Lesson Aim:  Students can use the present simple with basic verbs to talk about animals. There 
is a particular focus on the use of ‘can’ and ‘can’t’.  

CEFR Student 
Learning Outcomes:  

Spoken Interaction: 
I can ask people questions about where they live, people they know, things they 
have, etc. and answer such questions addressed to me provided they are 
articulated slowly and clearly. 
Listening: 
I can understand simple words and phrases. 
Quality of Language: 
I can communicate very basic information about myself and animals in a simple 
way. 
I can join simple phrases with words like “and” or “then”. 
 

Lexical Aim:  
 
 

Animals:  Snail, flamingo, ant, cow, elephant, alligator, butterfly, chicken, 
dog, elephant, giraffe, penguin 
Verbs: can, eat, sleep, have, smell, drink, jump, move 

Interaction 
Patterns:  

Pair work 
Group work 

Preparation:  Photocopy worksheet; prepare grammar exercises on ‘can/can’t’ if necessary.  

Task Time:  45 minutes approx. 
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Lesson:  

Procedure  
 
To start the lesson, ask students to look at the animal pictures for 1 minute. They must try and 
remember as many animals as they can. 
 
After 1 minute, ask students to cover the pictures and see who can remember the most animals. 
Go through any vocabulary the students didn’t know (they will need it in the next task). 
 
Ask students to look at the animal facts. In pairs they must decide which sentences are true and which 
are false (4,6,10 and 12 are false). Encourage them to explain their answers where possible. Monitor 
and help with any vocabulary issues. 
 
Optional: 
Ask students to underline the verbs used in the facts. Elicit that the verbs are in the present simple. 
Highlight that ‘can’ is a modal verb and that it is followed by the bare infinitive form of a verb. Give the 
students some exercises to practice the present simple in various conjugations and the use of 
can/can’t.  
 
In the next exercise, students write down 4 facts about themselves. 1 fact should be false. Encourage 
the students to focus on accuracy with the present simple. 
 
Students work in small groups; they each read their sentences out. The other students guess which 
sentence is false. Monitor for any pronunciation issues. 
 
To finish the lesson, students discuss the 5 questions. Encourage students to give reasons for their 
answers where possible.  
 
 Filler: To practise questions in the present simple, you could ask a student to think of an animal. The 
other students must ask questions to try and guess which animal they are thinking of; much like 20 
questions. 
 


